CHAPTER THIRTY
RESIGNATIONS
The resignation of Sir Charles Trevelyan was a heavy blow
to the Government. Trevelyan was one of the most
respected members of the Labour Party. He had been a life-
long politician, and his father had been one of Gladstone's
most trusted Ministers. Sir Charles came to Parliament in
1899 and was an effective defender of Lloyd George's Budget
of 1909. He held a post in the Liberal Government, but gave
it up when war broke out and helped to form the Union of
Democratic Control. His most conspicuous qualities are his
high sense of honour, his absolute incorruptibility, the depth
and strength of his convictions, and the courage, power, and
pugnacity with which he expresses his opinions.
Trevelyan had been putting up a fight with dogged tenacity
against MacDonald and Snowden. The ostensible reason for
his resignation was the throwing out of the Education Bill, on
which he had set his heart, by the House of Lords. There the
Conservative spokesmen made effective use of Snowden's
Economy Speech in the Commons. Indeed, it looked as if
Snowden's speech had been timed as a signal to the Lords to
wreck the Bill. Mr. Philips Price has recorded a remark of
MacDonald's which reveals his attitude towards the Bill :
e This is the most unpopular Bill we have introduced ; it will
lose us thousands of votes in the country.'
Although the occasion of this resignation was the rejection
of the Education Bill by the Lords, in his letter to the Prime
Minister and in his speech to the Parliamentary Party,
Trevelyan indicated quite clearly that his main reason was his
profound dissatisfaction with the leadership of the Party. In
the course of his speech, he said :
'I thought it my duty to hold on as long as I had a definite
job to do in trying to pass the Education Bill.   I never
267